                                       SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
                                               TUESDAY, May 9, 2017 – 12:00 NOON

                                                       MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday May 9, 2017 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Brumfield, followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Chery Brumfield, , Ernie Drake III, Bill Joubert and Lucas Watkins
Commissioners Absent:  Daryl Ferrara and James Daniels, II
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Adm. Secretary; Gary LaGrange, Patrick McDaniel, Bryan McMahan, the Ponchatoula Times and Don Ellzey, Hammond Daily Star.
All visitors were introduced and welcomed.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commission Brumfield that the May 9, 2017 Agenda be approved, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0
Absent: 2 Ferrara and Daniels II
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its April 11, 2017 meeting. Motion passed. Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Daniels II

TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Financial Report was not made available at this time and will be available for the June meeting.
OLD BUSINESS:

1.  DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012
Phase II-Floodwall, Lay-down Area & Paving

 a) Resolution rfp
The design plan/drawings for the  Phase II  Floodwall project under the Port Construction and Development Priority Program is near completion. Schedule permitting it’s possible that the Commission could proceed with advertising the project for proposal requests at the June meeting and  award the successful bidder the contract at the August 8, 2017 Commission regular  meeting . An invoice was presented for review and payment approval from URS/AECOM engineering firm relative to Phase II on Bulkhead project.
Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution relative to the Bulkhead Phase II invoice.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III, seconded by Commissioner Joubert  that the Commission accept/approve payment for  the services relative to Task Order No.. 9, Payment No. 4  from  URS Corporation/AECOM relating to Bulkhead Phase II, on the LA State Project SPN 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322), Port Improvements at Port Manchac for services rendered March 11, 2017 – April 14, 2017 in the amount
of  $9,324.00.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins  Nays: 0  

Absent: 2  Ferrara and Daniels II

2.  Prospective Tenant (s) – Marketing Consultant Update
Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, reported that the potential Logistics Company who previously had an interest in the Port Manchac terminal for rail storage had reached their decision to store the railcars in Houston, Texas  and will not be utilizing the Port Manchac terminal for rail storage at this time.  The Commission was informed that the process of updating the Port’s marketing brochure to present to potential clients in regards to building dimensions, movability, heights, docks, maps and other information that would be available soon.  Gary LaGrange marketing consultant was asked to present his monthly marketing report updating the Commission on the Monthly marketing activities for Port Manchac. According to his report he attended several legislative meetings relative to maritime business discussing potential opportunities for Port Manchac for future expansions and infrastructure improvements. He also attended the Annual PAL Conference held in Baton Rouge and had visited with legislators, Seacor-Marine, about uses of Port Manchac as a distribution hub for chemicals, pellets, and resin. Contacts were made with a representative in regards to Natural Gas and a meeting is tentatively schedule for future discussions. 
The port director introduced Patrick McDaniel with SECOR AMH, LLC he gave a brief history of its company’s operations. SECOR operates intermodal terminals in various states, Louisiana, Mississippi and Florida and works closely with each customer to maximize economic advantages of the US Inland River Waterways, according to unique business requirements.  The company is committed to marine transportation focused on providing customers with safe and efficient transportation solutions relative to bulk and containerized cargo. Mr. McDaniel thanked the Commission for allowing him to discuss/share some maritime opportunities and extended an invitation to the Commission to visit the SECOR operations at the Port Allen and Port of Baton Rouge facilities at any time. 
3. Invoice Payment Approval
Commissioner/Treasurer Watkins presented the May, 2017 invoices for the Commissioners’ review and 

Payment approval.
MAY 9 , 2017 INVOICE PAYMENT APPROVAL 

1.  Riverlands Surveying Co., LLC  Topographic Survey (boat dock area of Port Manchac) $1,750

2. Cashe Coudrain & Sandage –April Services Rendered Matter. # 4623-1 – Inv. # 108088  Amt. $755.00
3. M & R Resources, L.L.C.  2nd/May Statement- Amt. $6,713.31

 4.  LWCC   Inv. # 5206264   Policy #139385-S   Amt. $1,778.00

5. URS Task Order 09- Inv. No. 37901351- March 11 th April 14, 2017  Amount $9,324.00

6.  Coburn’s Supply Company- Inv. # 179788638 -  Drainage Project  Amt. $4,464.40 and



                         Inv. # 179994872  Amt. 132.75

7.  Eustis Engineering LLC Inv. # 13968, Project # 23504-00   (Floodwall Project)  Amt. $3,900.00

8.  RAIL TECHNICAL SERVICES, LLC. Inv. # 14823  Amt. $1,850 

9.  M&R Resources, LLC Inv. 2452 –amt, $2,635.31 and Inv. # 2456 – Amt. $402.50

10. Gary LaGrange – Services Rendered –April 11- May 9, 2017  Amt. $750

11.  Premier Chemicals & Services Inv. # 119605  (4-Drum Sodium Hypochlorite) Amt. $770.00

It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission approve the May invoices for payment, as presented, by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins  Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Daniels II

4. Small Vessel Dock Project Update
    a) Resolution

Patrick Dufresne, port director, reported that the decking lumber was delivered this week and work will

continue due to low tide. The Small Vessel Dock on the southern end of the terminal is scheduled to

be completed by the end of month, meeting the deadline date for, September 2017, closing the U.S. Federal Approbation’s Grant. An update and complete report will be given at the next Commission meeting in June.
5. FEMA Emergency/Stand-by-Generator Project Update
Photos and e-mail’s were forwarded to the Commissioners’ for their review showing the project progress as it is near completion of the Stand- By Generator Project The port director reported that the Entergy borings work was completed for underground wiring  and AT& T installation. The final inspection with the engineer and contractor will be schedule next week. A report/update will be given at the next Commission meeting in June.
6. Vegetation Maintenance & Enhancement Project Update

Due to bad weather condition the vegetation project was not able to be completed as planed. The contractor will return to the spray area under the previous contract.  In addition, the Port will cut the remaining part on the southern end, which was wet, and is dry and this should complete the 
Project.  A request from the port director was for acceptance of additional cost and acceptance of the project’s completion by another contractor that will be able to complete the job at the southern end of the terminal.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to approve Request for Payment, in the Amount of $2,000, submitted by Thomas E. Pittman, General Contractor, Invoice dated 5/8/17, for Phase II, at Southern End of STPPC, relative to cost associated with the Vegetation Maintenance and Enhancement Project-Phase II (LA-DOTD Permit # 152806) for services rendered for the removal of Vegetation in a 115’ X 1300’- 3.5 acrea area along the I-55/Hwy51 right –of-way- in front of Port Manchac. Motion passed. Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Daniels II

7. Lighthouse Project 
The port is still working on the acquisition of the lighthouse with the Division of Administration. In addition, the director is looking into the possibility of including this project in addition to the Building 3 Expansion project.  Basically it will also be useful as a security station to include a camera on the tower so plan’s are now to include it in the Capital Outlay request. The director will keep the Commission informed as the project progresses as he proceeds with the research.
8. Land Acquisition Update – 10 Acre Parcel

In regards to the land acquisition for a 10 Acre Parcel, within the 100 donated acres. The port director reported that the acquisition is still pending and waiting for official status from the Tangipahoa Parish Assessor’s Office, to resolve the issue.

9. Master Plan Update
The Master Plan update is currently in the development stage by Dr. James Richardson, and the current work involves the framework and research regarding economic data. Gary LaGrange, Port’s Marketing Consultant is also assisting in the Master Plan. The tentative deadline for completion is June or July. An update will be given as the plan progresses.
New Business:

1. Insurance Proposals for FY 2017-2018
    a) Resolution

The port director informed the Commission that one submittal for insurance coverage, as advertised in the port’s Official Journal of record, for FY 2017-2018, was received. He asked that the Commission accept the proposal submitted by Jackson-Vaughan, Inc., Agency  and based on the reviewed proposal adopt a resolution on its approval.

Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution relative to the insurance coverage for FY 2017-2018
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to execute any and all documents pertaining to the Request for Insurance Proposals, for the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission/Port Manchac for Insurance Coverage. Approve and accept the proposal from Jackson-Vaughn, Inc.,  Agency for the port’s insurance coverage for FY- June 2017-2018 in the amount of $47,947.44.  The comprehensive package includes: 1) Property/Inland Marine, 2) General Liability ( including the additional 100 acres), 3) Non-Owned & Hired Auto., 4) employee Dishonesty, 5) Workmen’s Compensation, and 6) Director’s and Officers Liability. Motion passed. Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Daniels II

2. Request for Proposals - FY 2017-2018 Official Journal of Record.
   a) Resolution

A resolution was introduced by Secretary Drake III in regards to advertising its FY 2017-2018 Request for Proposals for an official journal of record. Proposals must be received no later than 5:00 P.M. June 9, 2017 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission located on 163 West Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, LA 70454

It was moved by Commissioner Drake III, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to proceed with advertising for Request for Proposals for the STPPC for an Official Journal of record. The following information will be requested: 1) Circulation Volume 2) Length of time in Business 3) Copy of Standard Rates and 4) Any other information deem appropriate. All proposals should be for a minimum of eight (8) point print for clarity of readership. Motion passed. Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Daniels II

REMARKS:

Executive Director Patrick Dufresne expressed his thanks to all those who were in attendance and also expressed thanks to Patrick McDaniel and Mr. LaGrange for their input regarding the future of Port Manchac. The Commissioners were also reminded of the PAL Legislative Reception to be held on 5/.9/17 in Baton Rouge.

Commissioner Joubert and Commissioner Brumfield reported how informative the PAL event was and enjoyed 

meeting with other maritime associates.

President Boihem added his thanks to everyone in attendance. Also  expressing his appreciation to Gary LaGrange and Patrick McDaniel for their interest and input regarding the Port Manchac facility.
Having no further business, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Drake III, seconded by Commissioner Joubert. Motion passed.  Yeas: 5   Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Daniels II

Meeting adjourned at 12:50 P.M.                                

Ernie Drake III, Secretary
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